Nature Camp

June 9-11 & 23-25; July 7-9, 14-16 & 28-30;

or August 11-13

three days: Tuesday through Thursday

rates: $150 for three days

Purpose:  “Centaur Rising seeks to restore mans’ connection with nature….” Horses are creatures of nature.  Nature Camp helps kids to understand horse behavior and what is required to take care of a horse.  Compassion for the horse and an appreciation of the surrounding natural world are integral parts of this program.

Who is eligible?  All children ages 8-15 who are interested in nature and horses, but do not necessarily want to ride.

What the focus?  Participants will learn much the same as their older siblings and friends do in Basic Horse Camp.  There will be nature appreciation activities and guided observation of others’ lessons but no actual riding.

What will a day at camp consist of?  Participants will be involved in the same activities as Basic Horse Camp.  This will include learning the responsibilities of horse ownership, acquiring basic horse knowledge and appreciation of the horse as a creature of nature.  There will also be an emphasis on nature appreciation, to include wildflower identification and other enrichment activities.

Why is Nature Camp part of our program?  We have learned that there are children who love horses and love to be around them are not necessarily interested in riding them.  Nature Camp exposes them to horses even if they might be initially fearful of them.  It gives kids an opportunity to participate alongside friends or family members who are more interested in riding.
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Basic Horse Camp

June 9-11 & 23-25; July 7-9, 14-16 & 28-30;

or August 11-13

three days: Tuesday through Thursday

rates: $280 for three days

Purpose:  Basic Horse Camp is all about the commitment required to own a horse.  Participants will be exposed to the work required to keep a horse.  They will learn about horse safety, nutrition, health and exercise requirements of horses.

Who is eligible?  This camp is oriented to kids ages 8 to 15 that have little knowledge or experience with horses. Seven year-olds may attend if they are sufficiently mature and have some basic experience with horses.

How much will you ride?  During the three-day Basic Horse Camp, every camper will be provided at least three hours of horseback riding instruction each week.  Riding lessons will generally be conducted in groups, with no more than four beginners in each group.  Camp counselors will provide individual help to the campers - to overcome special problems and to give each child an opportunity to improve his/her balance while working individually on the lunge line.

How will you learn responsibility?  Each camper will spend about two hours each day learning how to do the work, then actually doing the work, associated with keeping a horse: stall cleaning, horse turnout, horse grooming and tack cleaning. 

What else will you learn?  A program of instruction provides each camper with the basics of safe horse handling, horse health, horse care and general horse knowledge.  Other topics of study will be available to each child.  Daily demonstrations will cover such things as horse training, lunging and shoeing.

[image: image2.jpg]-





Little Kids' Camp

June 9-11 or July 28-30

may participate for ½ day, 1 day or all 3 days
rates: $60 for a half day, $100 for all day

Purpose:  Little Kids’ Camp (LKC) is similar to Basic Horse Camp, but it is oriented to giving confidence to 5-7 year olds.

Who is eligible?  All horse lovers ages 5-7.

What will you learn? Little kids will learn much the same as their older siblings and friends do in basic Horse Camp.  There will be less emphasis on physical chores; and the half-day format is designed for those who are not physically able to spend the entire day at Horse Camp.  Educational activities will be also geared to the younger age level.

What will a day at camp consist of?  Half-day campers may attend either 9am to noon or noon to 3pm, full-day campers from 9am to 3pm.  LKC campers will receive a 1/2-hour private riding lesson each day. Both morning and afternoon campers may bring a sack lunch to eat at noon.  Parents are also encouraged to join them!  It is strongly recommended that five-year-olds attend for half days.

Why is Little Kids’ Camp part of our program?  Centaur Rising’s instructors have developed a very popular and highly successful program of teaching children as young as age three (some two-year-olds!).  We’ve been doing this since 1992.  “Little kids” want to spend time with the horses just as the older kids do.  We scale down the pace and intensity of Horse Camp to accommodate the younger ones for two special weeks each year!

How can a five-year-old handle a horse?  Our school horses are very gentle.  They love the little kids and are very generous with them.  There is no reason to deny little ones who LOVE horses the opportunity to learn from the horses and to be with them.  The key is to do so in a maximally safe, positive and supportive setting.  Very close supervision will be provided.

How much will they actually LEARN?  We ourselves used to wonder how much the little ones learned in a horseback-riding lesson.  The proof is in the long-term progress they make as horse people!  We have had very accomplished riders at ages seven or eight.  Many of them started when they were ages four or five!  Horses have become a very positive force in their lives.  Imagine the confidence one would gain from being that tall and from being in charge of something so large and powerful!!!


Intensive Horse Camp

June 23-25; July 7-9 or14-16, or August 11-13

three days: Tuesday through Thursday

rates: $320 for three days

Purpose:  Intensive Horse Camp is focused upon developing our relationship with horses through more effective communication.

Who is eligible?  Anyone age seven or over that is serious about learning to ride more effectively is welcome.  Campers should have some basic horse knowledge and experience, as they will be responsible for catching, leading and grooming their own horses.  Help will be provided for less experienced campers.

What horse can you use?  Your child may use a school horse, a horse boarded through Centaur Rising or you may trailer in your horse each day or you may board your horse at Centaur Rising.
What will a day at camp consist of?  Each day each camper will receive at least a one-half hour private lesson or one-half-hour seat lesson on the lunge line and a one-hour group lesson (or equivalent thereof).  Campers will also be given the choice to participate in horse care, nature or dressage education modules of our Horse Camp program
What makes this camp different?  Intensive Horse Camp enables instructors to focus more upon a student’s own particular needs. 
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Why should one attend Intensive Horse Camp?  We see a lot of improvement in a child’s riding during Horse Camp because the child gets riding instruction every day.  Intensive Horse Camp takes that concept even further.  The child gets to ride (or work with his/her own horse on the lunge line) at least two times per day.
Will this camp be fun?  Campers love Intensive Horse Camp.  Most of their time is spent riding, getting their horse ready to ride and learning by watching other children.

Children may attend more than one camp in any category that fits their needs and interests.  There is ALWAYS more to learn!


Dressage Camp

June 23-25; July 7-9 or14-16, or August 11-13

three days: Tuesday through Thursday

rates: $390 for three days

Purpose:  Classical horsemanship is the heart and soul of all of Centaur Rising’s programs.  More refined and educated communication enhances compassion for the horse.

Who is eligible?  Anyone age eight or over that is serious about learning to ride and train horses is welcome.  Campers should have some basic horse knowledge and experience. They will be responsible for catching, leading and grooming their own horses.
What horse can you use?  You may use a school horse, a horse boarded through Centaur Rising or you may trailer your horse to the program.  Overnight boarding is available.
What will a day at camp consist of?  Each day each camper will receive at least a one-half hour private lesson, a one-half-hour seat lesson on the lunge line and a one-hour group lesson (or equivalent thereof).  Campers will also receive un-mounted instruction about dressage training and showing.  Special materials and access to videos will be provided.
Leadership Camp

June 9-11 & 23-25; July 7-9, 14-16 & 28-30;

or August 11-13

three days: Tuesday through Thursday

may continue through After School at the Stable monthly payments

Purpose:  Youth development is an important goal of Centaur Rising.  Leadership Camp (LC) teaches ongoing students how to communicate better with one another through the supervision and teaching of more beginner campers.  Leadership Camp enhances a spirit of community.

Who is eligible?  Anyone age eight or over that is an ongoing student of Centaur Rising is welcome.  Campers must demonstrate that they can catch, lead, groom and tack the school horses independently.  The level of LC participation will be assessed on the basis of demonstrated horse knowledge, riding and teaching skills and the student’s ability to supervise barn work.
What will a day at camp consist of?  Leadership Campers start the day with a meeting at 8:30am.  They will work with campers until 3pm.  Group lessons are scheduled after 3pm.  Whether or not there is a daily lesson will depend upon the level of participation.  Additional lessons can be purchased.  (Ongoing students will receive additional information.)
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Specialty Camps

for 2009

summer day programs

for kids who love horses
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(See the “2009 Horse Camp” brochure for more information.)

12889 S. Parker Avenue

Pine, CO  80470

303-838-5086

www.CentaurRising.org/page/horse_camps.html
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