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Bio
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Executive Director

www.CentaurRising.org
Kristann Cooper was raised on an Iowa farm where she owned a horse for twelve years.  She has a BS in psychology, an MS in counseling psychology and completed coursework for a PhD in applied social-psychological research.  She holds a secondary teacher’s certificate.  Ms. Cooper worked for over twenty years in government and corporate settings, primarily evaluating the effectiveness of people in organizations.  She has been teaching horseback riding fulltime since 1992.

Equine experience:


Competed in North American Trail Ride Conference (1981-85).


Eleven years training and showing Arabian horses (1986-96).

Twelve years operating as an outfitter/guide in the Pike National Forest (1990-2002),


guiding in five wilderness areas and over six passes in excess of 12,000 feet.

Committed to the exclusive teaching of dressage since 1996:

Trained on the basis of husband Jim’s early instruction with Violet Hopkins, Hans Moeller, Karl Mikolka, Chuck Grant and others,

Completed the United States Dressage Federation (USDF) instructor pre-certification workshops and the certification examination,

Cliniced bi-monthly 2001-2004 with a German master trainer.

Cliniced with  Gerhard Politz and Beth Baumert.

Imported eleven horses from Germany, retrained/advanced these horses.

Received certification in the classical training of piaffe and passage.

Kris’ students have won numerous USDF national awards.

Junior students/former students have placed in the top 15 nationally at training, first, second and fourth levels.

In the 2006 show season Kris’s Weltmeyer gelding, trained entirely by her and a student, received scores of 67-69% at 2nd level from internationally rated judges.

Kris’ husband, Jim Cooper, has been teaching at the same location since 1981.  Jim and his first wife, Phyllis, operated an equestrian facility - including a state-accredited equestrian vocational training program - in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan 1967-1981.

Jim and Kris have taught over 2500 students.  In 2008 Centaur Rising gave over 2000 riding lessons.  The Coopers have stood several stallions, raised foals and trained hundreds of horses.  The Coopers have, however, always maintained their commitment to dressage and to teaching people to use dressage to train their own horses.

